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DEAR CAPTAINS, MATES AND ANGLERS,

cloame Lo the seventh edition of the Prepartment of Marine

Hesaurees’ "taltwater Fishing Messlotber™ As many of us
hewe already wet a line this season, | wonlkd like to brietly recap the
AN season as seen through our feld observations,

OFFSHORE: The Atlantic bluefin tuna
seazon opened June 1 and ended up
decidedly better than 2000, Even

thaugh the bite was spolly [or
wany, fish were entered in hnth

S the Bailey Tsland aned Sturdivant

Island PFodrnaments and the

v site of a fish bemg landed at a

J.'.f‘!q.-l.l'j.l-l.i.‘l WS L LT,
. W Shark lishing started oul
1 slow bul really turned
Woaround in early August

when fishable numbers of
makaos, porbeagles,
threshers and Dbluc
sharks appeared on the
scene. Malcos e the
shark  this  year!

Mumerous  anglers
hoated a wide size rango
ol these  bad  boys
including an &350 p-::luul.l
monster [anded by Andy
Bowl and Cuarl Bacon!
Anglers fargeling cod,
haddock and pollock

cxperienced some

preat fishing, This
was ervidenced by the
marked increasc in Lhe
nurmnber of cod Tackle Buster entries, Noete that there are changes in
the cod and haddock veps tor 2002
INSHORE: Stripers showed in fishalhle
nurmbers along the western Maine coast by the beginning
af May and worked their way east showing in most of the
bypical haunts when expected, Though there were
plenty of stripers in the 18 to 32 inch range,
Lrophy fizh were few and far between
Lsemerally, anglers lishing carly morning /late
everang did well, thaugh bait tishing
Friom the beaches ws good buth
dav and night, Surgical tube
rigs coupled with a sandworm
appeared to be the rig of choice
for many boat fishermen, Bly
fisherman onee seain had their
problems during 2001 Maclkerel® -
were abundant alomg most of the |

eoast all season excepl occasionally
from Sace west due to blucfish. Yes,
bluefish. For the lest tme in several
vears fair numbers of these salbwater
pirantias could be had just within a
fewe miles ol the boach feom Poctlaned
B Kattery. Unforlunately, for most
of those who fish cast of Portland,
bluefish remained a distant memory.
Thu interest in shad continued o
FrOW A5 We saWw mare amd arore
people targeting the "poor man's
Larpon,” especially on the Saco,
Eennebunk and Mousam Kivers,
With  the mild winter e
expericnced, mosl all of the tidal
areas remained open for brown root [shing, T was coomen e
acry given sunmy day during the winter o go by Rogers Pond and
see several thy enthusiasts casting Gl L-:Jli_lulu-.','] Wy,

Again this past season, the DR collecied all recreativnal
survey data within the state, as part of the National Marine
Fiaheries Service (MAWFS) Marine Reoreational Fisheries StatisHes
Survey [MRFSS: Several pragrams that divectly benelit the
salbwater angler were conlinued and for expanded including
maintaining the Maine btate Saltwater Came Fish Records, the
Tackle Busters Club und o Volunteer Angler Loghook Mragram

Alsn, cotirtesy al the Partland Press Herald, o weekly Saltwater
Fishing update column appeared each Thursday in the paper's
sparls seclicn. This, in addition to an Internet site, which was
updated each Uriday, provided the latest information en
revreational sultwater fishing te the public,

Plalers oo Loser riget, cdoclsdsa couriesy of Castain e Sadisid,
Caplie o Toen Tevese ozt B1s Terl Teaak
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VOLUNTEER ANGLER L0GBOOK PROGRAM

— Brirﬂ}-‘, this program targets avid
i striped bass fishermen as a means
of collecting additional length data,
Though we have increased the
sample size of the MEFSS, it still
misses lengths and weighls oo sub-
lesral or released sieipers boecause
Maine's striped bass lishery haos
lengrth and bag limdts. Coupled with
the fact many anglers opl for calch
and release, feld intervicwors
actually see limited numbers of [ish.
The Valunteer Angler Logboolk
VALY program iz quite simple. An
angler records mfcrmation aboat fish
hurvested or released during sach
lrig fur him/herself and any fishing
comnpaniong, Informaton abont each
Frips is also recorded, including time spent fishing, area fished,
number of anglers and target spocies. Al the cod of the season each
angler mails his/her loghoak lo us, which we then copy and send
back to the angler,

DEMRTRIESNT <f MARKISE HES00L HU S

A preliminary summary of the 2000 data follosws:

Cre hundred th1r'[v-qm en ||'\§’|'rm‘|h¢ were distribuled duving e
2001 fishing season, of which 74% (101 weore retuened uml
summarized. THs worth nating that 89% (122) patticipants
:ah:pwu.lt_d s maner al spason’s end, some noting ne lshing
fer the season or lost logbooks. Loghoak refurn rates are
continuing Lo JlnpxmL wach year 33% in l"~ ke e O T e P O
2000 and TA% s past season,

The following species were reported as being caught: alewite,
Atlantic cod, Addantic mackerel, blue shark, bluefish, brown erout,
catfish, chuhbs, cunner, Cisk, tluumlm,hddd-nck hake, herving,
harnpout, make shark, oecan poeut, pollock, porbeagle shark,
recfish, seulpin, :"Lmk_sll.’u‘l shac, skake, smallmouth bass, spiny
Li:!i*ll‘ih steipred hass, while perch,

Effvrl dika

= The 10 loghook keepers reported 2088 (ishing Lrips whicly,
when multiplied by the nimber of loghook keopers and their
fishing companions, resnlts in 4,692 individual angler Lips,

* The 101 loghook keepers reported they anc their Dshing
conpaunions fshed over TR aneler- —henars in e course of the
LU,

s O slriped biss was caught per angler-houte on
sell s lamln Alriends brips taru—*tmf_, '{lr‘ll}{‘d hass as [rrimary o
secondary largel (1,843 tripsy, This 1s the same as far the previons
wear I:,_,Jll]"‘ Lrips).

Prip details

= Trip cost: Average cost Ton sell/ l'nmil_l_.-',.-"frieud trips was
B1A {TATD selt family Aricind eips reporied cost,

® lishing platbform: G (1094) boal Leips, 260% (634 shore
trips, 8% U131 pier/dock trips, 2% {45) jouy L ips, 1% (13) trips
unreperted platfoerm,

e Trip bype: 2,108 self ffamily /friends trips, 321 charler Aparty
trips {note that some log keepers are charler caplains), 20
tournament frips, 539 unrveported b brpe

¥ Termmal pear: 54N (1,305 fripe used lures, 45% (1,108) Uips
wsedd Lait, 27% (668) trips used ||H’“’-: 1 (19 unreported gear.

* Hook type: 64% (1,053 trips used conventional, 26% {640)
trips wsed Barbiless, 265 (638) trips used circle, 3% (78) unreported
ke Ly,

Ceatoh dafe - sfeiped lass

& (f the 2,458 :L‘purlu.l lishir trips, 2% (2.2
sfriped kass as primary or seeondary target,

B A tokalaf 10,239 striped bass were cought on 16592 trips. 10%,
CLAU2E) of these stripers were kepl and 205 (5,201 were released.

S targetedd

* Lengths were estimated or measured For €173 steiped Dass,

L {'3 245} stripers with estirnated or measured lengths wrg
slut Jength (207 — 26", OF these, 195 (9801 were kepl and 81%
(4260) were released,

# 23 siriped buss were estimated or measureed o be 207 o
grealer i lenglh (19 were actually measured). 7 of these were kepit
and 16 were released,

& A3 (3,906] striped bass with estimated or measured lengths
were et legal sizc.

= Figure Lsummarizes the striped bass length frequency
distribution (measured and cstimated lengths combimed, Lsing,
tokal length) for 2001

Striped Bass Length Freguency
Using Measuvred & Estimoted Lengths {n=2173]
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Figure 1. Striped hass lenzth freguencey.
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Catel data = hluefish & Afantic mackerel

= 507 hlnetish were caughl an 153 trips. OF the 507 Blues caughs
A0% (227 were kept and 35% (2800 were releasce.

= Uheer 9,537 Atlantic mackerel were caughl on 427 rips, OF
Ehese, B54% (RALT ) weere kept and 16% {1,5000 were released.

W are currently taking requests from individuals who would
like o participate during 2002, 1f you are interested or would like
moge details please give me a call.

THE MARINE RECREATIONAL
ADVISORY COUNCIL

n March of 1996, Covernor King initiated an Execultive Order

toy establish a Kecreational Marine Fisherics Advisory Council
and legislalion wuas passed in 1999 creating a Marine
Kecreatinnal l'ishing Advisory Council, The purpose of this
Couneil is to rt-;hm* the Commissioner of the DMK on issues
pertaining Lo recreational maring fisheries, meluding bt not
limited o the needs and priorities of Lhe 1|_L1-..-_|llu||ﬂ| sectur,
Conservibion muegsures, improvement of communications
between recreational and commercial fisheries interests and
programs to enhunce the status of marine recreational species,

The Marine Recreational Fishing Advisory Council
legislation states that this Conuncif shall be comprised of ninge
members as [ollows, Four members shall represent the State's
recreational marine Hsheries and refllecl o geographic
distribution along the coast [Robert Magosei (York County,
western Maine), Corald RJLJLUU! iCaseo Bay, mideoast), Ed [ied
(Bangor, Penabacnt Bavy, Torm Carter (Downeast]. Three
members shall represent the purty /charter industry (Tim
Tower, Peter Hipley and David Pecel) One member shall
represent the tackle shop owners (Cal Robinson). One member
shall represent the commercial lishing industry (Craig
Pendletony, This legislation further stipulates that the chair ol
this Council {Pelor RJ.J__JJ.L}J be an ex afficio member af the full
AR Marine Resotrees Advisary Council.
Flecse feel free to contact any of these members or myselt if

v have concemns or issues vou would Lk to see DME addross,

o 2
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Tackle-Busters

his 14 a “clubk™ of
saltwaler anglers ering the 2000 season, 300 Tackle Buster cards weere submnliad,
who have landed a The largest fish in each calegury is us [ollows:
“BIG OME"  in
Maitie. The rules are 2 Numilier Subsitted Weight !. |.‘:|.'|;_I|| .’uu_.:rls-.- Eﬁz‘.lc
simple: any o the Bluulizh P 15 [ha: b !m‘.he.r, J_Er-|= WALLER 10301
Bist Hsted wiust ha t_ucl [47 :EJ_]hx. 50 m-_che.n Fren Kowe H29:0H
Valcan i bad and Cusk L4 0,73 1, 375 inches Sa0 Bean IR
) . ; b s Haclchocl: L Il Ths, 295 inches Jiy Ciar e 4 6wl
reel, line lesting, strenglh is not limibed, live Haki 5 T3 (s, T Mahip BEVHoR 041401
and cut baits may be used as well as | pygp0 I i Ths, 4125 inches e Townnr 101940
artificial lures, Anglers who wish toapply | gpaa 1 175 Ths. T35 inches RonnrT Manocs: S
for Tackle-liusters yel want o release their Siriped buss L7 33 s, 43 inches CHLCE g TS
fish unharmed may do so0 It the fish 33 Tha, 435 inches CUre MITCHEL T
measures Lhe minimun qualifying length 11 Ihs, 415 inches  RoY WREELAND 72501
or greater, it qualities. A phole of the Tish | White hake 17 25 Ths. 47 inches DianiEL Pisansir. RN
beside a tape measure would povide the Waltlish L5 2603 s, 4225 mnehes  Gieosos B Woonwiosrd 72001
necessary verilicalion ol sixe, To join,

simply Bl cul a Tackle-Busters card and
mail with o phote of the fish, Look for displays af this prosgram

2002 Minimum qualifying weights and lengths

ab a variety of bait and lackle shops and sporting goods stores, Bloefish ... Slsoor30mbes Porbosgle shark L. 100 s,
Application cards may he ohtained from these displavs or  Bluelnuma . k) Ths. Polineke. . oo 25 |bs,
directly Trem our Departnents Remember thal even though o Cod ool 25 Mz, N R e 21 inches
fish may make the minimum Tackle Buster weight, if there 52 Cusk ... 12 Ths, Strped bass .., ., 25 [, o<k inches
regulatory minimum size, that size MUST be abserved. For Haddool ..o, Tl Phresher shark 108D The,
exatple it anangler has o sleiped buss that wenghs 26 pounds, it Hake oo 15 b Winter flounder . 2 lbs.
st still measure the legally required 40 inches or greater i the Mackerel Lo 2 s Wolthish .. ... .. 15 lhs:
angler is Lo koep that Tish, Mako shark ... 23] Ths.

e did 2001

compare with 20007

Im 20007, no mackersl,
sharks or funa were
entered while we
saw @ significant
jumnp in cod entries, a
drop in pallock and
status guo with the
wther species.

La-yrir olid Lasrent Adams

Theodors Fichle shows off
il b 28,5 W el

Firis 8.5 0 haddock,

Arobos coumzey o7 Captse T Towar

Fyear ol Collin Morgan

Elizabiorh O Brivn displanga ;
aped hie momaier A7 00 oo,

foer 2225 b wiolffisd,

NEW FOR 2002: PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED FOR THE TOP FISH IN EACH CATEGORY.
ALL CARDS AND PICTURES MUST BE IN OUR OFFICE BY DECEMBER 1 TO BE ELIGIBLE,

MAINE STATE SALTWATER GAME FisH RECORDS

he application used with this program closcly mirrors the

Internalional Game Fish Assoctation (10GFA) farm with the
exceplion of line clags categories, Maine State Records are all-tackle,
The [owr colegurics in which an angler may qualify a fish under the
Maine State Halbwaler Came Fish Progeaen are Harpeon {only bluefin
luna and swardfish are eligible), |andline, Rod and Reel and Fly
o,

I'he Maine State Saltwater Recoods Commitbes |MSSRO) meets
coch winter b review any pobential new recomds

I 2000, the MSSRC unanimously decided to mirvor the 10104 and

open a JLMNIOR ANGLER CATECORY, ages 16 and widder, Junior
anglees are geverned by the same MSSGE rules as adult anglers with
the exception that junior anglers may wiigh their fish in a boat on
vertified scales in order o facilitate live release, lior further delails
sprecitic to this calegory give us a call,

The rales and regulations alomg with anapplication foe qualilying
a gane fish can be obtained by calling 207-033-9300, e-mailing
broce joulefstate me.us, or you cane dosenload the information From
hitp:d Soutdoors mainetoday com Hehing Sheoce S recordsshin]
Also, al this sile one can view pictures of all Stake Record fish,

Maine Department of Maring Resources
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THE MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES STATISTICS SURVEY

hiee Matine Hecreational Fishery Stalislics Survey (MRFSS) i a

nation-wide program implementad in 1979 by Lhe MNational
Marine Fisheries Servioe {NMFS) a2 8 means o establish a relialle
database Tor esfimating the impact ol recreational [ishing o marine
resourees: This survey 1s conducted moall LS. coastal states. T he
information is used by Fishery Management Councils, the Atlantic
Stutes Marme Fisheries Commission [ASMIC, as woell as Foderal
and Stale resource agencies to formulate fishery management
plans, to evaluate fubure demands on fish stocks wnd be predict and
eviluate the impact of fishery regolations lstimates generated
trom this survey include: oial nwnber of fish causht, released and
harvested; the weight of the harvest: total number of angler Wrips;
and number of peeple participating in marine vecreatinnal fishing,
In minst skakes the NMES contracts private individoals to do this
survey work, In Mame, the I2ME has assumed responsibility for the
survey bocause il was shewn that we greatly improved on the
accuracy and quantity of the informalion being collected. Further,
lhe BMR is able to increase the number of angler interviews
collected during the scason several fold bevond the NMES
requirements for Maine, giving us a significanily improved
dalabase thal generaies mwre precise estimates,

Ihe 1M1 proal is to increase the number of angler interviews
wullectedd during the season 10 a level of approximately 2.3 times the
lraze lu_“m_] required by the MMFS, During the Maw 1 thraugh
Chetaher 31, AN sampling season, o lotal of 2,549 anglers were
mlurx-'luwui at various coastal sites from Kitkery to Vastport. This
pmler represents an addilional 1,389 imtervicws aboyve the NMES
b of LIEG interviews, Specifically, by mode, we intervicwed 787
shore anglers, 1199 private boat unhl-.,r': and 563 anglers whi fished
on charter e headboats,

Of the 2,347 anglers interviewed, 187 anglers (74%) had beoon
salbwater fishing in Maine ai least once in the twelve months prior
to their interview while 14273 anglers (36%]1 had been saltwaler
lishirig i Maine i least onee in the two menths prioe o their
irberwie.

Brietlv, some of the 2001 data highlights:

o Moy miginy prople woend fishing i Maise?
Approximalely 306,000 anglers went salbwaler recreational
fishing in Maine, of which 140,963 were Maine residents
':TULI.!;?IILJ.".- L1% of the Maine population). It shonild be moted that
thiz is the Hrst year that more oul-olstate unglers than resident
anglers participated in salbwater angling: bor a picture of the 5
vear Leened in sallwaler participation see Figure 2.

e
,\_HCJW TO MEIASUHE ¥OUR CATCH :)7

[l Lo o b oo oo b bbb e

= Total Length —»

Tor regrulatory purposes, the letal lengh neasurement of o fish s used.
The proper way o measure a Hsh is to place the fsh on tap of 1he
rneasiaring device, Tolal lengtly o measered From the sip of the snoat to
thue tips oo the tail,

Number of Anglers Recreational
Saltwater Fishing in Maine

2 200,000 T
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Figure 2. Numbers of resident and non-resident saltwater angle
in Maine from 1997 Lo 20001,

® i iy r'ail Her brivs Aid Hheas peoae peake?
Anglers erdn; over Y23,270 individual fishing trips. lior
[ricture af the S-year rend in ellort see Figure 3.

MNumber of Recreafional Saltwater
Fishing Trips in Maine

| BE0000 —— 025,370 - —-
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_é S0000 S o (i I
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Figure 3. Individual saltwater fishing trips in Maine from 1997 t

2.
= Where da tie peeple come from?

People from 40 states were intervicwed

& Whal were aigloes fisfivng for na their prinviey birgefed speites?
Stritect hass was the primary largelod spocics for:
453%, of shuosre an glars fished,
it ol private boal anglers ancd
3% of charterhoat anglers,
Adlantic cod was the primary targeted species for 35% a
bead boat anglers,

o Wt el orrlers cibch?
Adeweile, American cel, Asmerican shad, Atlantic ood, Atlants
hereing, Atlantic mackerel, Atlantic menhaden, Atllanti
wollTish, bluefish, brovwn bullhead, brosen broct, ciinner, cusk
goosclish, haddeck, hake, largemeuth bass, longhom soulpin
narthern searobin, pollock, redtish, red hake, flounder, sculpin
se roven, skate, siallmoeuth bass, spmy dogrish, striped bass
treak, winber Hounder and yellows perch weere all reported.

o Hoge il ths spear’s cotel conipinre tooifiers?
Striped bass: The otal caleh [cludes harvested and release
fizh) in 20001 was approximately 917,000 steiped bass. OF thi
lotanl, apprusimately 59500 were harvested which equates &
abont 0.5% of the telal calch: Figures 4 and 3 show yearly tota
citeh and harvest, respectively, from 1997 ta 2007 The lengll
frequency distributions of all striped bass measured during the
2N samipling season are shown in Figure 6. Mole thal Tengll

Page 1

Maing Department of Marine Resource



is measured W the center of the fork and not to total length,

Maine's Siriped Bass Total Catch

U, | —— P
g SR000 T 353,238
a
50000 — -
o
= 954,661 914,852
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B AT 70,918
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L’ J
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Figure 4. Total catch of steiped bass in Maine from 1997 Lo 2001,

Maine's Striped Bass Harvest
59,094

T e Ll

n

o

o

o)

o]
|

! . 38,094
35,259

2,10

20000

umbers of S'r'ped Berss

10,000 —

fi :
1eee

1997
Figure 5 Tolal harvest of striped bass in Maine fram 1997 to 2001
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Figure 6. Striped bass length trequency distribulion.

Hivwe does bMaine's total catch and harvesl stacl up lo the rest of
the Mew Englaml states? See Figures ¥ & 5.

Fhaties inliguroes 228 moestane ol
Gapl Ban T, M desae Yo, ks Terrd Trosk, Geon Gea Sarligld. Sagr. Gary Seavabs
Rz L2 Teash, W By Veehnl e Sapt Ren Gedizld reapectivey,

Striped Bass Total Catch fuor Martheast Skatos
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Vigure 7. Mew Ingland States total caleh Qromm 1999 (o 2001,

Striped Bass Harvest For Mortheas! Slates

e ¢ i
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Figure B, Mew Uogland States harvest [rom 1999 Lo 2000,

Wackerel: The tatal catch in 2007 was approsimately 1483500
mackerel of which about 1,168,000 (79%) were harvested, For
comparison, sce Figuee 9 Toe lotal cateh of Atlantic mackerel From
TEM iy 20000

Toral Carch of Mackeral in Maine
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Figure 9. Total catch of Atlantic mackerel in Maine from 1997 Lo 2000,

For those of vou interested in looking at informalion on
ather species ur similar information for other states, log oan to
http:/ fwewewe atovmts gov fsll S eecreational finedexchitni], This s
really an easy to use mformative sitel

In addilien lo standard MRFSS questions, we request
econemic related information. (e questions include:

e Whal i you spend for todiny’s fisliing trip? Include everything

related tio the trip that is actually paid for on this day, such as boat

feen, gas, tolls, parking, bail and meals,

& s Shisa dag feip o ave yon ey frony Bonie for it least mie gkt
covttinued on e 8

Maine Department of Marine Resources
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«(IF away from home for at least ane night)
Plvge i igdils il yoor e aesey frons fne?
Hiog miainy daps il oo qpend Helug?

¥

Feomded poan favse meede Bhis Erip iy were nof ploniling Yo Sa?
And the survey said:

Average Personal Daily Expenditures by Fishing Mode:
1 | = number of anglers who answoerod

b acddilion, cven meore is spenl in Maine foe maring or docking
fees, baat purchase loans, boat fengine repair, inaurance, fishin

tckle, vvernighl accomumodations, and other related costs,

Extended Trip From Home
[anelers aveay frorm hoeme T ko 30 nighis)

SHUHE

PRIVATE/RENT AL
BOATS

HEAR & CHARTER
ROATS

CHARTER
BOATS

Murnbar of
Amgplers Wi
Respondexd

318

223

287

Ta

e PRIVATE/RENTAL HEAR & CHARTFR CHARTER,
R BAATS BEATS BEIA LS
Maing Residares gaal £17 54 1934) faa o e FI1RAD JAT]
# n IJJ?} - ¥ [l 1 v
Flen ticine
I
e $19.51 1712 §$97.70 {49] §18450 1727
2ny Trp {4<]
Hieeetdimer $11.52
Ressishietits i 4% iy S1305 |09 $115.90 a0y £170,40 [70]
Fatanedid Tip =

L shoudd e netoed that these daily expenditures include anly an
individual’s expenses for a specific day of fishing: MulHplying the
above dellar amueunts by the NMES estimated total trips in Maine
tor 2001, daily personal expeonses coombine lor a lolal inoexcess ol
3, 0, LD,

Ave, Bays
Bueay from & 3 4
| bome

&

Avr. Days

Spent 3 2 2 2
Fizhing

Wi Mad
Have fade
Extonded
Trig if Hat
Planning o
Flah

15 5&% 1% 39%

[F curing the course of e 2002 Tishing scason you encounter
my staff ar rgselt in the Held, please sive us a few minutes of your
Bime to answer same questions about vour fAishing trip, [Erealiv s a
painloss procoesst

ATLANTIC CoAsTAL COOPERATIVE STATISTICS PROGRAM

The ACUSI is Increasing Angler Surveys in the Northeast !
Tc.u increase the precision of marine recreational lishery caldl

estimales, the Allantic Coastal Cooperative Statislics Program
(AR, a state and federal coastal fisheries Jdata collection and
data managemenl program, 5 conlinuing (usding o increised
Marine Recreational Uisheries Stalistics Survey (MEFS5) sampling
from Maine to Mirgioda in 2002,

Wilh these increases in sampling, the ACCST intends to bring
the Nartheast states closer 1o coreent MRS sampling levels in the
Southeast, which are funded by federal budgpet allreations.
Increased sample sizes in the Southeast resull in more precise
extimates with significant improvements for commonly managed
species at the state level,

Some stutes in the Northeast Region, including Mame, have
invreased sampling and improved their MEFSS estimates through
olher Tunding sources: however, consistent finuncing has not
histarically becn available oo the endice region, Inproved levels of
precision lar all slales in the Noetheast are crucial for adeguate
inter-slale fishery management decizions, allocalions and stock
ALSEESINETLS.

Erhanced MEESS angler intercept and leleplone sampling in
Fhe Poortheast began in March af 2001 swith a 50% Increase, Some

ncreases i precision are expected. Inogeneral, estimates that ar
already very precise will not see much practical difference, whils
estimates that are considerably higher than the ACCS goal of 20%
proportinnal atandard ervor should see improverment, Por somu
fisheries there may not be much of an effect as other Factor:
influence the wariability of the estimates, such as law abundanee o
a species, pulse type fishing activity and changes in seasons ang
regulations,

Abuvut the ACCST

The ACCSMs partners are the |5 Atlantic states’” natura
resource menagement agencics (including e Maine Departinen
of Marine Besources), the Allantic States Muarine Fisherie:
Commission, the three regivoal lisherives mansgement councils, thy
District of Columbia Fisheries and Wildlile Division, the Potonmgn
Fiver Fishories Commission, the Malicnal Marine Fisheries Servio
and the L5 Fish & Wildlile Service. Together these resoun
managers have developed a plan o cooperatively collecl, manag
ated disserminate ishery stafistical data tor the Atlantic coasl, and
suppaort the develapment and operation ot a natonal program, lio
further information an the ACCSD, wisit their welgite a
W ACTE[ O

NEW Atlantic Halibut Regulations for 2002
Seasun;
Past: The open seasen o fish for Adlantic halibul east of a lne
from Schoodic Point in territorial waters began at sunrise May 1st
ancd will end ab sunset July 31st,
West: The open season ta tish tor Atlantic halibul west of
Schsvelic Point in territorial waters bepgan at sunrise April 1st and
will end at sunsel June 30
Siee limit: All Atlantic halibut caught i state waters must be 36
inches or grealer.
Possession limits: Mo maore than (1) Atlantic halibub may be
landed per day from recreational, party or charter vessels.
Recveatiomal, party or charter vessels may land no oeee than 5O
Atlantic halibut per season.
Gear Type and Limits: [1is illegal 1o fsh for Atlantic halibut by

any method other than using sive 14 OO or greater civcle hooks.
The maximum nomber of crcle hools per vessel shall Te 430 per
day.

Recreationl fishermen are not required to obtain o commercial
license and endorsement o fsh for Allantic halibul.

The MR is conducting an Atlantic halibut tagging project.
What Lo do il vou catch an Atlantic halibul swith o Gy

1. If vou are keeping the fish; return the tag, with the catch
Lscation by DML

2. I you ave not keeping the Hah, record the fag number and caich
location and report it to DME. Release the fish as quickly as
[rossible,

Far more information please contact Kohl Kanwit at the
Department of Marine Resources: PO Box 8 West Boothbay
arkor, MIDAS75, 207-633-9335,
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atherwise apply to this rocrcational license,
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR 2002 |
Plese rdes apply fo all e waiees of Whe Stete of Maine witfon tee vise and Bar further informalion please call DAR ab 20000240350
St of the dide qnd siithin e waareine Seils of e Shite, Iud o inclhd oo Law Lntarcement

areas abwen ey Malong or dain il M fialenay e dady fs Hhe dividing YWowr locul Marine Fatrol O¥ficer can be contacted through the
e hebroeest fidvrpnter and froshioalon Fallivaring allicos:
* Drviston TiKiltery - homaston) - Bureau of Marine Pateel,
Recreational Marine Fishing License Information PEY Do &, MoKown Point, W Boothbay Harber, MI0ME7S;
= Saltwater angling licenses are nol vequired Ffor recreational JU=RA 05,
saltwater angling. A commercial license is required when any = Division 11 {Thomastm - Calais) - Berean af Marine Paloal,
rarine spocies 15 sold and when more than the recreational hag RED 2, e /0 Lameing Stale Park, Elsworth, ME 04605;
Iimies are in the |‘?|'}“\."-'i§_:':_-'.[-i'ir}1'l wl the ﬁngi{!j'_ There are I'(.‘.g_LlJ.i:l“.UllH K =fiy =N
covering sive, by limits, possession limits and methods of Hsh- ¢ For cmergencies, 24 hours per dav, Marine Pateal OtfHcers are
mnge for, it vot lmited Lo the Tollowed 1 S pLcies: Atlantic salmon, available thraueh the Maine Slate Police af;
Adlantic bluefin tuna, rhurgean, Strined hass, Mugfish, cod, had 1-R0032-46604, Avprusta Barracks  1-500-228-0857, Cray Barracks
dack, halibul, pallock, redfsh, smelt, winter Ssummer lonnder THA72-7381. Orono Barracks 1RO, W:&siﬁing:'ton Cotinih

and sharks. Current recreational salbwaler lshing information
can bo obiained by contacting the Recteational Marine Fishorics
I'rogrrarn, Maine DME, PO Bos 3, West Borsthbay Harbar, MIE
{4375, 207-623-50000

e Angling lor feesliwater fish in Hdal waters - All riles governing PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY-
methods of taking, sive, bag, and possession limits conform with )
e Maine [F&W general Llaw open water fishing regulations. It
is unlzwtul b jig for [reshecaler Tish (boosen trout, largenmaon th
bass, smallmouth bass, Black crappie, rainbow troul, brook trout,
chain pickerel and landlocked salman in the coastal walers of
flaine.

= Recreativnal shellfishing (clams, quahooss, ovslers, mussels) s
prermitted in designaled opon arcas, Most harvest of soft shell
clams is regulated by the individual teeens, Conlacl your town
for loval regulations and permits,
Por updated infarmation on Roed Tide closures call the Red Tide
Fluthing at 1 -8I00-272-9730
For information vn shellfishing areas closed due o pollafon or
conlamination call the DMER labs al 207 6339500 (Kittery to
Cape Jellisund or 207-667-5654 (Cape Jellison ta Eastpart),

Regional Communicalions-Machias

Warning: Chemicals in some Maine saltwaler fish may harm
people who eat them. Women wha are or may become
pregnant and children should carefully follow the Sate Bating
Giuidelines.

The Maing Department of Human Services, Bureau of Public
Health has issued a healthy acvisory fur several salbwater species
for 2004, 1t's hard |o believe that rish that look, smcll, and tostie
lire may ool be safie to et But the trath s that some salbweator
fish have mercory, PCODs and Dioxins in them, All these
chiemicals settle inte the orean brom the air, PODs ancd Dioxins
also Howe inlo the ooean threugh our rivers, 'L hese chemicals then
build i in fish.

Small amounts of mercury can damage a lain starting (o
torm v grow, Thal's why babics in the womb, nursing babies,
and young children are at most risk, Mevcury can also harm
older children and adults, but it lakes larger amounts,

s aned Dioxins can cause cancer and vther health problems
if toer much build up incyene body: Due to the possible presenee
of these chemicals, the Maine Depariment of Human Servvices,
Buteau of Mublic Health asles that all consumers of the
fullowing saltwater species adhere to the following safe caling
guidelines,

Statewide regulations pertaining to recrealional shelllish

ressession limils are as follows:

= Soft Shell Clams (M areiaréa) oy person may take and
pussess up to 172 bushel perday that contorms will 2
it siEe L.

* SurffHen Clams {Spisula solfdissinm) - any person may toke
and possess up o 3 bushels per day,

* Mahogany Quahogs (Arclien isfandica! - any person may take
anl possess up te 3 bushelds pee day,

= Quahogs (Merconacin wercenmiriid - any persom mav fake and
possess vy b 17 bushel per day,

* Oysters (Crassostren virgineg & Osbren sdulisg - any persan
tay Fake and possess 172 bushel per day, Note: For specific reg-
ulations on Buropean oysters please contact vour local Marine
Patrol Ol

* Mussels I'."'.-"13_.'ﬂ]'|.':-: aTilis) - ALY QeS8 Latloer anel pamsses up b
2 bushwls per day,

= Marine Worms oo individual may take and possess 125
matine worms (Blood, sand and clam worms) per day Dor bk,

& Scallops - an individual must have a nonscammercial scallap
license to Heh for scallops thand £deaggy. Further, o non-comimer-
wial livense holder may not sell seallaps and may not lake or pos
sess mnore than 2 bushels of shellstock or 4 quarts of shucked
seallops,

* Lobste/Crab - o non-commercial lnbster and crab lHoense is
available and allows up Lo lve traps for personal use only (nn
sale af lobsters). All nther provisions ol lobster and craby linwes

SAFEEATING GUIDLELINES

* Slriped Bass and Bluefish: Eal no more than 7 meals por

rmanth.
v Shark, Swordfish, King Mackerel, and Tilelish:
Pregrant sl nursing winmem, women who may get
presmant and children under 8 vears of age are advised o
noteat any swordfish or shark. Al ather individuals
should cal ne meee than 2 meals per month.
Albather ocean fish and shelliish, including conned fish
anl shellfishe Pregnant and nursing weomen, women whao
may gel pregnant il chililren under 8 years of ape
showld eat no mioee than 2 meals per weel,

Arvone wanting further infoomation concerning fish
cetumption advisories should contact the Bureaw of Public
[lealih clivectly al (886)-2%2-3474 or visit their weh site:
hibbpe S sbateome us Adbs Selp Sindexc il
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MAINE'S 2001 TOURNEY SEASON

here were Hve major saltwater Hishing towmarmenis and

mmerons private ones held doring 20800,

The season kicked ot July 23 with the 00rd Annoal Bailey lsland
Pishing Tavrsarment. The top fishermen were: Seatt Lerfanng [ohn
Harrom 11 (luna, 445 pounds), Marshall Johnson (striped bass, 24
pounds 10 ounces), Scott Lorfano (bluefish, 13 pounds 3 ounces),
Bub LaPomte {cod, 33 pounds 3 ounces), Tavlor Goodwin [pollock,
L3 pounds & vunces) and David Haggett {mackerel, 2 pounds 2
ouncesl; while in the Junicr Tournament Anthony Cuppernell
{mackerel, L pound 5 cunces), Daniel Mitehell (bluefish, 12 pounds
L vuances) and Liv Curtis {striped bass, 7 pounds 10 ounces) were
the by winners!

Mexl up oon the lourney scene was the Stuedivant Islanc Tuna
Tovenament held August 24 Peler Specches ook the lop twao spals
(480 powncls, 382 pounds) while Joe Tulls ook thivd (370 pounds)

Aagust Tand Fowere the dates Tor the 10t Al Reyal River
Striper Tournament. Ted Colebiowski grabbed Hest place in the
striper category (1 inches) while Torm Delfacle won the bluetish
catesory (1295 powmds) ad Urin Dioli won the mackerel category
5 pomd )

Yamaha Maine Saltwater Spoctfshing Open, formerly the Mew
England Bluefish Open, was held August 11 and 120 The first place
winmers were: Charles Yattah (hloefish, 1304 pounds), Kevin
Burpess (pollock, 1118 pounds), John Harmon (cod, 24.38 pounds),
Vincent Minuth (striped bass, 349 pounds) and Mark Burgess
tmackeral, LHY pounds),

Foundmg out the 2001 tourney season was the MDA & EREA
Apency 1 3rd Annual Sport Fishing Tournament, August 17-19, The
Lop winners were: Slephanic Bover (Dloelish, 12,30 pounds). Robin
Sellinger (groundlish, 2580 pounds) and In the 12 and under
mackerel calegory, David Hulit {170 pounds).

Cengratulalicns toall the winners!

In canclusion,
Flease feel free to contack me if wou have any questions, concerns,
o would Lke more infocmation aboul a particular lopic, Tam
alwavs looking far people to provide me with fishing
informativn from anywhere along the coast. 1 vou are interested
please give me a call or e-mail. Thanks for all af your suppart,
Sinceraly, -'f‘;:i I

'l

Bruce ]. foule
office: 2076330200
fax: A0F-HN-9579 & email: becejonlettstate. mens

Where to look for the latest information in 2002

Bruce Juule's weekly saltwater spoctfish update column appears
cach Thursday in the Pertland Proess Herald Sporls Section, Teom
By through Outober amd con be Teund al the Portland Press
Herald oweb sile on the Sallwaler Angling  page,
Bllpd fouldeors. mainetoday.com A lishing Sbruce /.

This column is updated cach Thursday and discusses what ig
aoing an, what people are catching, where, with what, ebe. along
with observations from our angler survew along the coast.

In addition, af this weh site, anglers can tnd information aboat:

= balbwater Hshing repulations

= Enow vour catch

= Catch and release ps

= Mlarine recreational angler survey

w hlaine’s charter fpartvboat fleet

* Aaine State Salbwater Angler Records vules, application, curren
reverd huelders and plootes

» Tackle-Busters Club rules, application and photos

= T
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